AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

§77.7

change the scope of the application. In
addition, amendments submitted after
the deadline and prior to grant award
cannot increase the amount of the
grant requested by more than a total of
10 percent.

(OMB has approved the information collec-
tion requirements in this section under con-
trol number 4040-0004 for Standard Form 424
and 4040-0008 for Standard Form 424C)

[79 FR 37217, July 1, 2014, as amended at 80
FR 25235, May 4, 2015]

§77.7 Withdrawal of grant application.

An applicant may withdraw its appli-
cation by submitting to VA a written
document that withdraws the applica-
tion.

§77.8 Additional requirements and
procedures for applications.

(a) Application for grants. An appli-
cant may submit, on or before the sub-
mission deadline date established in a
NOFA, an application in accordance
with the instructions in the NOFA and
including the forms specified in the
NOFA. Such application must be
signed by the applicant or an official or
representative of the applicant duly
authorized to make such application
and to assume on behalf of the appli-
cant the obligations imposed by law,
applicable regulations, and any addi-
tional terms and conditions of the
grant. VA may require in the NOFA for
applicants to submit a pre-application
for review and approval prior to the
submission of an application.

(b) Partnerships. (1) Eligible entities
may enter into partnerships with other
eligible entities, including those in
other States, and submit joint applica-
tions for adaptive sports grants.

(2) A joint application made by two
or more applicants may have separate
budgets corresponding to the programs,
services and activities performed by
each of the joint applicants or may
have a combined budget. If a joint ap-
plication presents separate budgets,
VA may make separate awards, or may
award a single award authorizing sepa-
rate amounts for each joint applicant.

(c) Evaluation of applications sub-
mitted. All applications submitted shall
be evaluated. After the initial internal
or peer review, additional internal

38 CFR Ch. I (7-1-15 Edition)

evaluations and/or peer reviews may be
used.

(d) Applicant’s performance on prior
award. When the applicant has pre-
viously received an award from VA or
another Federal agency, the appli-
cant’s noncompliance with require-
ments applicable to such prior award
as reflected in past written evaluation
reports and memoranda on perform-
ance, and the completeness of required
prior submissions, may be considered
by VA. In any case where VA proposes
to deny a grant based upon the appli-
cant’s noncompliance with require-
ments applicable to the prior award,
VA shall do so only after affording the
applicant notice and a reasonable op-
portunity to rebut the proposed basis
for denial of a grant.

(e) Applicant’s fiscal integrity. Appli-
cants must meet and maintain stand-
ards of fiscal integrity for participa-
tion in Federal grant programs as re-
flected in 2 CFR part 200.

(f) Disposition of applications. Upon re-
view of an application and dependent
on availability of funds, VA will:

(1) Approve the application for fund-
ing, in whole or in part, for such
amount of funds, and subject to such
conditions that VA deems necessary or
desirable;

(2) Determine that the application is
of acceptable quality for funding, in
that it meets minimum criteria, but
disapprove the application for funding
because it did not rank sufficiently
high in relation to other applications
to qualify for an award based on the
level of funding available;

(3) Disapprove the application for
failure to meet the applicable selection
criteria at a sufficiently high level in
comparison to other applications to
justify an award of funds, or for an-
other reason as provided in the docu-
mentation of the decision; or

(4) Defer action on the application for
such reasons as lack of funds or a need
for further review.

(g) Notification of disposition. VA will
notify the applicant in writing of the
disposition of the application. A signed
grant agreement form will be issued to
the applicant of an approved applica-
tion.
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(h) Availability of grant funds. Federal
financial assistance is normally avail-
able only with respect to obligations
incurred subsequent to the effective
date of the grant. The effective date of
grant will be set forth in the grant
agreement. Recipients may be reim-
bursed for costs resulting from obliga-
tions incurred before the effective date
of the grant, if such costs are author-
ized by VA in the NOFA, the grant
agreement or subsequently by VA in
writing, and otherwise would be allow-
able as costs of the grant under appli-
cable guidelines, regulations, and
terms and conditions of the grant
agreement.

(OMB has approved the information collec-
tion requirements in this section under con-
trol number 2900-0820)

[79 FR 37217, July 1, 2014, as amended at 80
FR 25235, May 4, 2015]

§77.9 Use of pre-applications.

VA may request pre-applications for
competitive and noncompetitive grant
applications. Such request would be
made in a NOFA.

(OMB has approved the information collec-
tion requirements in this section under con-
trol numbers 2900-0820, 4040-0004 for Standard
Form 424, and 4040-0008 for Standard Form
424C)

[79 FR 37217, July 1, 2014, as amended at 80
FR 25235, May 4, 2015]

§77.10 Peer review methods.

(a) VA may subject both pre-applica-
tions and formal applications to a peer
review process. For both competitive
and noncompetitive applications, peer
review will normally consist of written
comments based on the selection cri-
teria established in §77.56 and any
weighting factors identified in the
NOFA or conveyed in writing to the
noncompetitive applicant, together
with the assignment of numerical val-
ues. Peer review may occur at meet-
ings of peer reviewers that are held
under VA oversight, through mail re-
views, or a combination of both. When
advisable, site visits may also be em-
ployed. The method of peer review an-
ticipated for each announced competi-
tive program, including the weighting
factors to be used by peer reviewers,
will be specified in each NOFA.

§77.12

(b) When formal applications are re-
quired in response to a NOFA, an ini-
tial review will be conducted by quali-
fied VA staff, in order to eliminate
from peer review consideration applica-
tions which do not meet minimum pro-
gram requirements. Such requirements
as listed in §77.5 and weighting factors
will be specified in the NOFA. Applica-
tions determined to be qualified and el-
igible for further consideration may
then be considered under the peer re-
view process.

§77.11 Outreach required.

(a) As a condition of receiving a
grant under this part, an eligible enti-
ty must agree to conduct a joint out-
reach campaign with VA to inform all
eligible veterans and separating mem-
bers of the Armed Forces with physical
disabilities about the existence of the
adaptive sports activities funded by the
grant, as appropriate, and shall provide
for, facilitate, and encourage participa-
tion of such veterans and separating
members of the Armed Forces in pro-
grams under this part to the extent
possible.

(b) For grantees conducting adaptive
sports activities at the community
level, outreach must include active li-
aison with local VA and DoD facilities;
State, local, and tribal governments;
and VSOs, private agencies, and orga-
nizations providing adaptive sport ac-
tivities to disabled veterans and dis-
abled members of the Armed Forces to
be served by the grantee.

(c) For grantees conducting adaptive
sports activities occurring at the na-
tional and regional levels, outreach
must include active liaison with VA
and DoD, State governments, VSOs,
and private agencies and organizations
providing adaptive sport services to
disabled veterans and disabled mem-
bers of the Armed Forces to be served
by the grantee and tailored as appro-
priate to the deliverables of the grant.

(Authority: 38 USC 521A(e))

§77.12 Notice of funding availability.

When funds are available for grants,
VA will publish a NOFA in the OMB-
designated government-wide Web site.
The notice will identify:
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